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    To build a by-pass: 

      Images of  

     The heritage we may lose  

            



2 

Drovers’  Pool, frequented by  many Hereford and Whitecross residents 

along a n old drovers road that will be traversed by the new road (see p16) 

Canoeing underneath  the crossing near 

Warham (see p7) 
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This short booklet illustrates the unspoiled landscape to 

the immediate south and west of Hereford.  

 

 

This pastoral idyll is beautiful and has historical importance, as well as 

being a natural habitat for birdlife, waterfowl, animals and plant life. All 

this is within well-husbanded agricultural scenery that   includes the 

‘protected’ River Wye as  well as  valuable ancient woodlands . The  

countryside here has hardly changed for centuries and this tranquil 

world is a vital part of the heritage of the region.  

The new road that is planned, passes through the rich and productive  

agricultural land in the G rafton parish.  Then it swings close by to the  

Pugin designed and tranquil Belmont Abbey and the beautiful parkland 

around the river – it is said that Humphrey Repton designed much of the 

landscape on both banks between Belmont and Warham. The road will 

then continue north, splitting the ancient parish of Breinton in two,   

nearby the possible site of a Medieval fort,  traversing traditional apple 

orchards and crossing woodlands and old drovers by-ways. 

It will spoil the avenue of limes where the Brecon road approaches 

Whitecross, and then curve around the more open landscape              

underneath C reden Hill as it curls to the northbound A49. Eventually it is 

said it will link to the Worcester road.  

C ampaigners believe that congestion will increase in the city when     

upwards of 6,000 new homes, industrial areas and new road is built.  
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These images represent a beautiful peace, a pastoral paradise of tranquillity 

enjoyed by the residents of Hereford, those north and south of the River 

Wye, a walk that is just 30 minutes from the centre of Hereford. It would be 

a tragedy if the current plans to defoliate, build houses and new road sys-

tem destroys the heritage it will not serve.  

The jourrney starts to the south of the 

city, at the roundabout at the end of 

the B4399 known to some as ‘ the road 

to nowhere. ‘  

This section has been called the  

southern link road, passing through the 

ancient woodland of G rafton Wood, 

through the wheat fields of prime    

agricultural land, passing below Merry 

Hill near to Haywood Lodge. 



5 

Following on from the S outhern Link Road, the by-pass will skirt Belmont. These wide   

angle pictures are to the south of Belmont Abbey that is  pictured. The road  will cut 

straight through the scenery below and right, including this camera position.  

There is little hope for this 

wonderful tree.. . 
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The road will traverse the left hand side of the field (above left) 

- the trees just beyond the cattle are along the river bank. A 

bridge with a huge span high up is to cross the river (left)    

between the gap in the trees. 

This beautiful sight leading to Warham C ottage (below) that is  

next to the Old House will be undermined and the farm track 

(above) will be obliterated. 
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The high bridge span will cross 

the treeline in the centre of 

these two pictures  (right and 

right below) of the same scene 

These two images on the left, looking 

upstream (above) and downstream 

(below) will be under the high bridge 

span. The tree lines are astonishingly 

similar to Brain Hatton’s paintings of the 

Wye at Belmont woods 

Water is our life force—we need 

it for nourishment, we love its 

gurgling sounds, we play on it 

and with it; water feeds our way 

of life. 
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These cows (above) find lush grass that 

is  to be under tarmac. The entrance to 

the field near Warham House was the 

location for several sketches and  

paintings by Brian Hatton.  

Breinton is the epitomy of pastoral tranquillity, 

seemingly out of reach of the nearby bustle and 

white noise that is the city. 

Plants and vegetation, insects, animals and 

birds, live alongside managed cattle, sheep and 

alpacas, and are enjoyed by visitors from the 

city and farther afield. 
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The countryside is beautiful and unspoilt. The top    

image is behind Warham House looking east where the 

road will be in the middle distance.  The middle      

panorama looks west from the top of the lane, the  

lower panorama is the next section to the north looking 

west on the lane leading to Lower Hill Farm. (The 

hedge line to the right of the second image is the road 

to upper Breinton, and is the hedge line to the left of 

the third image).  
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This woodland that contains 

several ancient oaks will be 

clipped by the road. 

Woodland is a life-force, that represents birth, growth, rest and renewal. Woodland has complex surface 

textures, is both ordered and random, where shadows can be pierced by high contrast sunlight.  
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East of the roundabout at Whitecross is  a 

lovely lime tree avenue. The left hand     

image will be a new roundabout, the right 

hand image is the approach westbound. A 

number of well loved homes will be        

demolished,  traffic  levels and pollution will           

significantly increase for those remaining.  
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The road will defoliate countryside, then continuing adjacent to 

Huntingdon C ourt. 
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Of course, it is not just the parts of the countryside that the bypass 

will cut through that will be spoilt. 

 

 

 

By example, when walking south in the Lugg Meadows from the Worcester Road/

Bromyard turn the din of traffic  is still loud even after walking several kilometres. By 

comparison the Wye at  Warham is silent, except  for the singing of songbirds,  

nesting of herons and swans…  a  haven for wildlife and rare fauna as is present in a 

site of special scientific  interest. 

Though the following places in this section of this booklet will not be demolished by 

the new road, the peace and tranquillity they now enjoy will be gone. People who 

currently enjoy their  heritage in these areas will lose quality of life and amenity as 

well as a more polluted atmosphere. 

 

Breinton S t Michael’s  church is thriving, 

but will this continue to be the case after 

its parish is cut  by black asphalt into two 

halves?  
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The road will cut through the image above (taken from Belmont Abbey). The 

image bottom left is open parkland to the south. Here the road will increase 

noise and pollution for nearby residents just beyond the trees below. C lose by, 

the tranquillity of the Abbey itself will be ruined.  
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Warham House and the Lawns is a focus for scores of Hereford walkers 

and tourists who often picnic  beneath the famed Turkey Oak painted 

famously by Brian Hatton. Visitors will have enjoyed the spectacular river 

scenery and may have been inspired by the Repton-inspired landscape 

on both sides of the river (see below). Robin Thorndyke is pictured lead-

ing a group of walkers interested in cultural heritage on the Brian Hatton 

Trail.  
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The lanes of Breinton may be 

close to Hereford city, but are 

quiet and are relatively            

unchanged over centuries. The 

lane (far left ) looks down        

towards  Warham, and there is  a 

flavour of cared for agriculture 

(lower right) near Adam’s Hill.   

Little Breinton  is  charming and 

lovely, though soon to suffer the 

screams of car tyres and traffic . 

The Pool next to Drovers Wood 

(left) is  immensely picturesque, 

having once been a stopping 

point for cattle that would be 

rested and freshened before  

being driven to market               

in Hereford. 
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The snoozing swans (far left) may not 

find it quite so peaceful when a busy 

road is above them, and  even the 

pond at Burghill (below) will hear the 

sounds of traffic  as the road bends 

towards the A49. The fields  to the  

east of the distinctive C reden Hill will 

be split by black tarmac.  
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Huntingdon C ourt, 

peaceful, tranquil,  

idyllic .  

This apple tree is taken from  saplings  of rare varieties  

taken from Broomy Hill  a century ago, and are historically           

important in the development of Bulmer’s c ider. This      

orchard is within the curtilage of the proposed new road.  

HaywoodLodge: Edwardian splendour 
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Wye Ruin It? Is a campaign group that seeks to question 

the validity and need for a by-pass. Contact   

info@wyeruinit.org  

for more information and news. 

mailto:info@wyeruinit.org


20 

All these photographs are stock images by Breinton Common resident, and is © Phil Chapman. 

His images have appeared in the national press (Daily Telegraph, Guardian, Mail, Times, etc) and in 

magazines such as Country Life, Country Walking and Countryfile. Work has been used on book 

covers and he has been commissioned to photograph both locally and nationally by the Paul 

Mellon Foundation and others. 

He contributes to the Alamy picture agency, and is also a Registered Professional Photographer 

with National Trust Images. 

 

 

 

            


